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they have toiled so long and endured so much. Only it is the
bourgeois philosophy shorn of that humanist and Christian tradi-
tion which has hidden its underlying crudity. 'We must catch
up with America and outstrip her' is the slogan characteristic of
this point of view; 'Russia is to be economically the most ad-
vanced country in the world.'1 The Bolshevik ideal is power,
but power without even the appearance of responsibility; it is
economic efficiency, but without any appreciation of the good
life which demands some degree of economic efficiency; it is
happiness, but a happiness which consists in a soul-stultifying
pleasure, far more of an opiate than any religion; it is freedom,
but a freedom only to break up any natural unities, such as
religion or the family, which can compete with the authority
of the State. If we remove from the social philosophy of the
modern Western world the insistence that power, wealth, effi-
ciency, order, liberty should be regarded as means to give every
individual the chance to make his earthly existence something
unique and eternally fruitful to himself and to others, we shall
be left with a social ideal which only differs in detail from the
ideal of the Bolshevist party in Russia. The difference between
the two will reduce to handing all power openly to a few self-
constituted political leaders or handing it in various disguised
ways to those whom the hazards of an unregulated economic
system have made rich. In neither case will the toils and hard-
ships of the majority, at present grudgingly endured in the
West, and at present enthusiastically embraced in Russia, be
worth while. Sooner or later the Russian peasant as well as
the European working-man will have to ask the question which
the old priest, a philosophic witness of the great changes in
Russia, asked Mr. Hindus: 'What are the earth and sky and
stars and trees and grass and you and I and Lenin and Stalin
and America and everything, what is the purpose of it all?9

The strength of Marx lay in his bold acceptance of crude
materialism and in his concentration on the problem of industry

1 Bolshevism Theory and Practice: Waldemar Gurian. The reader who requires an
objective, impartial, and complete study of the facts and theory of Bolshevism
cannot do better than consult this book, which has been translated by E. I. Watkin.